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ORGANIZATION DESCRIPTION 
I. THE PURPOSE AND MISSION OF RADIO FREE ASIA 

Radio Free Asia (RFA) is a private, non-profit corporation broadcasting news and information to 

not hrLT ^? '" "^ '° "'' ^r '''''' ^° '"" "^^ fr^^ '^^"^ '"^'i^-- R-dio Fr-e Asia doef 

nm broadcast propag anda or unvenfied information. Rather, RFA strives to deliver accurat^d 
timely news, mfomiation and commentary and to provide a forum for a vanety of opinions and 
voices from within Asian countries. The primary focus of RFA's programming is on events 
occumng m or relevant to its broadcast countries. 

RFA is a journalistically independent organization whose autonomy is key to providing news 
and information to its listeners. In preparing its programming, RFA follows the strictest 
journalistic standards of objectivity, fairness, quality and integrity, avoiding bias toward any 

f;sr;Tpr^^^^^^^^ 

RFA transmits over 30 hours of programs daily via short-wave radio and the Internet It 
broadcasts in local languages to China: in Mandarin, Cantonese, Uyghur and in three Tibetan 
clT,^ ^so provides daily broadcasts to Bumia, Vietnam, North Kore "l" 
Cambodia. Each of the language services is staffed entirely by native speakers and the 
prefer^r '^'^^''^ *' distinctive, reflecting particular cultural and customary 

Facilities and Locations 

All broadcasts originate from RFA's Washington, D.C. headquarters, incorporating reports from 
correspondems and participants throughout Asia and the world. RFA has a bureau in Ho^ 
AnkLTx ^f^fi" Bangkok Phnom Penh, Tokyo, Taipei, Dharamsala (India). SeouT^'d 

^era:ii"^Koft::ir^^^^ 

II. The History of RFA 

^qa'^ Confess authorized the creation of RFA through the International Broadcasting Act of 
Agency and its employees are not Federal or Government employees^ 

^ii'' ^u^fnn^'^xT incorporated in the District of Columbia as a private non-profit organization 
in March 1996. It began broadcasting in September 1996. The bipartisan BroadcS^o? 
Governors appointed by the President of the United States with the advice and consent of^e 
US^ Senate, serves as RFA's corporate board of directors, making and supervising gr^ts to 
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CODE OF JOURNALISTIC ETHICS 

At the very core of RFA's mission is strict adherence to the highest standards of 
journahsm. Though our journalism is primarily the responsibility of the Editorial Division 
RFA s journahsfc code should be familiar to each and every employee of the orgliTatr; 

. Our programs must be accurate, fair, and balanced. 

. We must maintain a calm, dispassionate tone and avoid polemics, propaganda or slurs 

d.ected agamst any persons, groups, or governments. We w.ll no't preacf or talk dow^ to our 

. Both editors and broadcasters must ensure that they air no program based on rumor or 
unsubstantiated mformation. Whenever possible, w^ 

. We must remain independent of any political party, opposition group, exile organization or 
rehgious body and shall not advocate any political viewpoint. organization, or 

* tl^rntnsTh'Jv '*'"'^''' '"''^^' contributors, stating at the end of their commentaries that 
the opinions they express are not necessarily those of RFA. 

. RFA employees will accept no gifts or free trips from news sources. 

' When we make a significant mistake on the air, we must acknowledge the error to our 
listeners and correct it as quickly as possible. 

We will contract some work out to individual experts, such as writers, literary critics 
a,r. Outside contractors should adhere to the highest standards of accuracyld fZess. 
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* whTr' "1 '"'^'' '''*'"''■' '° "'"''"'' °' '"'^"'■'^S^ ^'^^^ of rebellion or emigration. Despite 
what some Asian governments' propaganda organs have alleged, we are not in the business 
of overthrowing governments. We are in the business of promoting democratic values 
supporting a free press, and providing a forum for a variety of opinions. 
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